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PART I 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

This report presents the results of a special study to determine and assess 
the transportation problems within the New Mexico State Highway 4 (NM 4) 
corridor through Sandoval County; and to suggest potential actions or projects for 
improving the transportation systems within the corridor.  The Corridor Study 
Area is described on a regional map shown in Figure 1 of this report.  The 
planning process was conducted through the Regional Planning Organization 
(RPO) of the Mid-Region Council of Governments (MRCOG), which is 
responsible for transportation planning in the non-metropolitan portions of the 
MRCOG region. 

 
The RPO�s Transportation Advisory Committee is responsible for the 

oversight of this study; and created the Jemez Valley Corridor Subcommittee to 
gather input from the local governments and other stakeholders with an interest 
in the transportation systems in the Corridor.  Throughout its lengthy term of 
study (three years), the Subcommittee was comprised of individuals representing 
local governmental jurisdictions, tribal governments, and various State and 
Federal agencies responsible for projects and programs within the Corridor study 
area.  Also, several individual citizens were invited and participated throughout 
the planning process.  A list of participants who contributed to this Jemez Valley 
Corridor Assessment is provided on the Acknowledgements page on the inside 
front cover. 
 
Purpose and Scope of the Corridor Assessment 
 

The purpose of this Corridor Assessment is to conduct a preliminary, non-
technical planning process in order to identify the significant, commonly-known 
traffic and transportation issues, and propose various actions to alleviate the 
most obvious or urgent problems.  This report describes that process, 
documenting the corridor investigation, presenting an analysis of statistical data, 
discussing key transportation issues and problems, and proposing action 
recommendations for transportation system improvements to enhance the 
functions and efficiency of travel within the corridor. 

 
An overview section in this report presents much of the information and 

data gathered through research and from other relevant studies or transportation-
related programs and projects.  Also, a general analysis of current and projected 
demographic information on population and employment is included to further 
characterize the communities that utilize the corridor for their transportation 
needs.  Travel data and statistical information from the year 2000 Census is also 
provided to better understand the nature of trips and traffic associated with the 
NM 4 corridor. 

 




